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Wired for Sound:

The Essentidal
Connection
Between Music
and Development

BY CYNTHIA ENSIGN BANEY

EARLYCHILDHOOD NEWS

Ly P L
a @ said Newsweek, in efforts to

describe the neurRridges being formed in an infant's brain
when stimulated by a parent's voice. “Rat-a-tat-tat” declares Time
magazine, describing the prenatal neural wiring crackling in
preparation for learning. These are definitely attention-grabbing
headlines and sound effects, but what does the research mean?
Which children are affected? How does this information translate
into real-life application in a family or child care setting?

The Child’s Brain

Just as Mom used to say, a child’s brain functions like a sponge
ready to soak up new information. But instead of picturing the
brain as a sponge, visualize a sort of cosmic, 3-D dot-to-dot. The
dots represent neurons, which are waiting to be connected via
new pathways of information called neural bridges. Each time a
child is stimulated to think, either new neural bridges are formed
or pre-existing ones are strengthened. The more neural bridges
that are formed and strengthened, the more the intellect will be
developed. By the same token, when neurons are not connected
to others, no neural bridges are formed, signifying a weaker area
of intellect. Without information for lengths of time, neurons die
off. Surely the well-worn phrase “Use it or lose it” takes on new
meaning with such information!





















